CANTO XV1

PSALM OF OVER FOETY VEBSES

LXXII
Isidasi.

SHE too, having made her resolve under former Buddhas,
and persisting in her former disposition in this and that
rebirth, in that she heaped up good of age-enduring efficacy,
in the seventh rebirth before her last phase of life, sus-
ceptible to sex-attraction, wrought adulterous conduct.
For this she did purgatory for many centuries, and there-
after for three rebirths was an animal. Thereafter she was
brought forth by a slave-woman as an hermaphrodite, and
thereafter she was born as the daughter of a poor common
man, and was, when of age, married to the son of a caravan-
leader named Giridasa. Now the wife that he had was
virtuous and of noble qualities, and the new wife envied
her, and quarrelled with the husband because of her.
After her death she was, in this Buddha-era, reborn at
Ujjeni2 as the daughter of a virtuous, honoured and wer'thy
merchant, and was named Isidasi.3 When she was of age,
her parents gave her in marriage to a merchant's son, a
good match with herself. For a month she dwelt with him
as a devoted wife; then, as the fruit of her previous actions,
her husband became estranged from her, and turned her
out of his house. All this is told in the Pali test. Because
she had not proved desirable for one husband after another,

1  On this curious Psalm see Introduction*

2  See 7t. to verse 405.                     3 = Slave of the sage.
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